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ARDRG 8.0

• Latest version of the Australian Refined 
Diagnosis Related Groups (in Ireland).

• Released 01 July 2015 in Australia.

• Created by the Australian Consortium for 
Classification Development (ACCD).



ARDRG 8.0

• The Laeta “Grouper” for the HIPE Portal 
can group to ARDRG 8.0 at the hospital 
level since January 2016.

• This version of the grouper will be the 
default from version 1.20.1 of the HIPE 
Portal.

ARDRG 8.0 – Manuals

• A copy has been sent to HIPE Hospitals. 

• To be used as a reference for grouping.

• Manual set consist of three volumes
– Volume 1 ARDRGs A01Z – I18Z.

– Volume 2 ARDRGs J01A – Z66Z.

– Volume 3 Appendices.



ARDRG 8.0 – Manual Goodies

Detail Page

Abbreviations. Vol1 Page ix

Glossary. Vol1 Page xiii

Overview of Changes. Vol1 Page 4

Overview of the Grouping Process. Vol1 Page 9

Start of MDC flow charts. Vol1 Page 33

Diagnosis code MDC/ADRG index. Vol3 Page 1

Procedure code MDC/ADRG index. Vol3 Page 97

Diagnosis Complexity Levels (DCL) and Episode Clinical Complexity Scores (ECCS). Vol3 Page 187

Edits. Vol3 page 209

ARDRG 8.0 – Comparison 8.0/6.0/5.1

Detail ARDRG 8.0 ARDRG 6.0 ARDRG 5.1

Starting Date in Ireland. 2005 2009 2015

Number of MDCs. 25 25 25

Number of ARDRGs. 807 698 665

Number of ARDRGs not in previous version. 215 185 ‐

Number of ARDRGs removed from next version. ‐ 106 152

Number of ADRGs. 406 399 399

Number of ADRGs not in previous version. 36 22 ‐

Number of ADRGs removed from next version. ‐ 7 22



ARDRG 8.0 – Development

• The overall structure of the ARDRGs has not changed 
from version to version (In Ireland).

• ARDRG 8.0 represents a significant upgrade of the 
case complexity methodology.

• Concepts such as PCCL and CCL have been 
replaced with DCL and ECCS.

• Good News –> the Laeta grouper software will deal 
with this.

ARDRG 8.0 – Steps for Grouping

Steps

1. Demographic edits

2. MDC assignment

3. Pre MDC processing

4. ADRG assignment

5. DCL assignment and ECCS scoring

6. DRG assignment

Where

Vol3 Page 209

Vol3 Page 1

Vol1 Page 35

Vol1 & Vol2

Vol3 Page 187

Individual MDCs



ARDRG 8.0 – ADRG Assignment

• Using the assigned MDC, go to the relevant chapter in 
Volume 1 and Volume 2.

• Check that the PDX is correct for the MDC.
• Use the flow chart and individual tables to determine the 

ADRG.
• The order of the ADRGs are

– Surgical ADRGs (in decreasing clinical complexity).
– Other ADRGs.
– Medical ADRGs.

ARDRG 8.0 – ARDRG assignment

• New methodology for determining complexity 
(in grouper).

• More information on Volume 3 – Appendix C.

• Also use the following website

https://www.accd.net.au/ArDrg.aspx?page=4



ARDRG 6.0 & 8.0 Reporting

• Current HIPE portal can group to ARDRG 
8.0 and 6.0.

• The next version of the HIPE portal will 
have a new feature to allow reporting on 
both ARDRG 8.0 and 6.0.

HIPE Portal Reporter Changes

• ABF Model Changes.

• New Options.

• New Reports

• Changed Daycase report.

• Reports updated to reflect ABF terms.



HIPE Portal Reporter – ABF Model Changes

• Main Changes
– Move to ARDRG 8.0.

– Move to using ARDRG for daycases instead 
of ADRG.

ABF Model in HIPE Portal

– Latest ABF model
• 2017 price values.

• 2015 cost values.

• These values are based on ICD-10-AM / 
ACHI / ACS 8th edition and ARDRG 8.0



Price Values
• The Relative Values to be 

used to pay for activity 
under ABF for a particular 
year.

Prospective

Cost Values
• The Relative Values 

determined based on the 
actual costs for a particular 
year.

Retrospective

ABF Model in HIPE Portal – Price/Cost

ABF Model in HIPE Portal - Settings

• New option is 
available on the 
ABF/Casemix
option box.

• This is found on 
the “Report 
Options” step.



HIPE Portal Reporter – New Report Layout

• The casemix reports “group” in the reporter has been 
changed and re-organised

HIPE Portal Reporter – New Report Layout

ABF Cost Summary Reports on ABF Costs.

Daycase Reports Reports on ABF Daycases.

General Reports
General DRG/MDC reports and 
Miscellaneous Reports.

Inpatient Reports Reports on ABF Inpatients.



HIPE Portal Reporter – Daycase Reports

• Reports on the ABF daycase model.
• Only daycases are included in reports.
• Examples include

– Daycase Model Report.
– Daycase Index Report.
– ABF daycase by DRG.
– ABF daycase by MDC.

HIPE Portal Reporter – Daycase Reports



HIPE Portal Reporter – Inpatient Reports

• Reports on the ABF Inpatient model.
• Only Inpatients are included.
• Examples include

– DRG & CMI report.
– CMI only report.
– ABF Inpatient by DRG.
– ABF Inpatient by MDC.
– Mean Outliers.

HIPE Portal Reporter – Inpatient Reports



HIPE Portal Reporter – General Reports

• Examples include
– Major Diagnostic Category.

– Adjacent Diagnosis Related Group.

– Australian Refined Diagnosis Related Group.

– ABF case type (daycase, sameday, inpatient).

HIPE Portal Reporter – General Reports

• No automatic selection of Daycases or 
Inpatients
– Use selection criteria if needed.

• Reports which do not mention Weighted 
Units do not implement the ABF Model.



HIPE Portal Reporter – General Reports

HIPE Portal Reporter – Daycase Report

• For ARDRG 8.0, daycase weighted units 
are based on the complete ARDRG rather 
than ADRG.

• The daycase model report will show 
ARDRG when the 2015 casemix model is 
used and ADRG for earlier models.



HIPE Portal Reporter – Terminology

• Terminology is updated
– Renamed “casemix” to “ABF”.

– Casemix Units have been renamed to 
Weighted units.

In Summary

• ARDRG 8.0 is now LIVE for HIPE coding.
• The Structure of the DRG classification has 

changed – but not in a major way.
• Complete coding is still essential.
• The Manuals are available for reference 

purposes.
• The HIPE Portal Reporter has been updated.


